
Thursday July22 2021

WarrenA Perrin
AcadianHeritage Culture
Foundation Inc

203S BroadwayStreet
Erath Louisiana70533

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2021480

DearMr Perrin

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsAugust6 2021 meeting consideredyour
requestforanadvisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics

Code wouldprohibittheAcadianHeritage CultureFoundation Inc Foundation a
nonprofitorganizationofwhichyouaretheFounder Director President VicePresident and
Secretary Treasurer fromacceptinga 1000000grant fromtheCouncilforthe
DevelopmentofFrenchinLouisiana CODOFIL

FACTSPROVIDED

CODOFILisacouncilthat 1 overseesthedevelopmentandexpansionofthestateseconomic
developmentandtourismactivitiesdesignedtopromoteourFrenchculture heritage and
language and 2 promotes develops andoversees culturalandeducationalrelationsand
exchangeswithinthestateandbetweenthestateofLouisianaandothercountries provinces
andstatesthatshareLouisianashistoricalFrenchheritage culture andlanguage CODOFIL
servesastheofficialstateagencyinallrelationsandexchangesbetweenthestateofLouisiana
andothercountries provinces andstatesenjoyingmembershiporobserverstatusinthe
OrganisationInternationaledelaFrancophonieandsimilarorganizations La RS 25653

YouwereoriginallyappointedtoserveasPresidentandmemberofCODOFILbyGovernor
EdwinW Edwards YouweresubsequentlyreappointedtothepositionofPresidentand
memberoftheCODOFILBoardby GovernorMikeFoster GovernorKathleenBabineaux
Blanco andGovernorBobbyJindal YousteppeddownasCODOFILPresidentinJanuary
2011 GovernorJohnBelEdwardsreappointedyoutoCODOFILsBoardin2016and2020
Therearetwenty three 23 CODOFILboardmembers whoallservefour 4 yeartermsand
receivenosalary PursuanttoLa RS 36209 R and La RS 368011 CODOFILwas
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transferredtoandplacedwithintheLouisianaDepartmentofCulture Recreation and
Tourism DCRT in2015

YouarealsotheFounder Director President Vice President andSecretary Treasurerofthe
Foundation whichwasformedin1991 TheFoundation a501 3 C nonprofitcorporation
ownsAcadianMuseumof Erath NoneoftheFoundationsBoardMembers including
yourself receiveasalary TheFoundationandMuseumaresupportedbythirty 30
volunteers

DCRTdecidedtoawarda 1000000granttotheFoundation TheCODOFILBoardMembers
includingandspecificallyyourself playednoroleinDCRTsdecisiontoawardthegranttothe
Foundation CODOFILBoardMembershavenovoteorvoiceinCODOFILexpendituresand
DCRTsgrantawardconsiderationsanddecisions TheGrantAgreementistobesignedbya
representative oftheFoundation DCRTsAssistantSecretaryoftheOfficeof Cultural
Development andDCRTsUndersecretary ofthe OfficeofManagementandFinance
CODOFILsExecutiveDirectorPeggyFeehanisnotasignatorytotheGrantAgreement
PursuanttotheGrantAgreement theFoundationisrequiredtoensurethatthegrantfunds
areprovidedtoDr JasonTheriottoassistwiththedevelopment production andlaunchof
theFrenchiePodcast TheFrenchiePodcastisdedicatedtosharingthestoriesandlegacies
oftheFrench speakingCajunsofWWII astoldbytheveteransthemselves

LAW

La RS 421111 C 2 d providesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthe
publicservantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shall
receiveanythingofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortobe
rendered toorforanypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare d Neither
performedfornorcompensatedbyanypersonorfromanyofficer director agent or
employeeofsuchperson ifsuchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshouldknowthatsuch
personhasorisseekingtoobtaincontractualorotherbusinessorfinancialrelationshipswith
thepublicservantsagency conductsoperationsoractivitieswhichareregulatedbythe
publicemployeesagency orhassubstantialeconomicinterestswhichmaybesubstantially
affectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceofthepublicemployeesofficialduty

La RS 421111 E 1 providesthatnopublicservant andnolegalentityofwhichsuch
publicservantisanofficer director trustee partner oremployee orinwhichsuchpublic
servanthasasubstantialeconomicinterest shallreceiveoragreetoreceiveanythingof
economicvalueforassistingapersoninatransaction orinanappearanceinconnectionwith
atransaction withtheagencyofsuchpublicservant

La RS 421112 B 3 prohibitsapublicservantfromparticipatinginagovernmental
transactioninwhich anypersonofwhichheisanofficer director trustee partner or
employeehasasubstantialeconomicinterest

La RS 421113 B prohibitsanappointedmemberofanyboardorcommission memberof
hisimmediatefamily oralegalentityinwhichhehasasubstantialeconomicinterest from
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biddingonorenteringintoorbeinginanywayinterestedinanycontract subcontract or
othertransactionwhichisunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionoftheagencyofsuch
appointedmember

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented that
theCodewouldnotprohibittheFoundationfromenteringintotheGrantAgreementwith
DCRT First theGrantAgreementwouldnotconstituteaviolationofLa RS
421111 C 2 d whichprovidesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthe
publicservantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercentshall
receiveanythingofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortobe
rendered toorforanypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare neither
performedfornorcompensatedbyanypersonfromwhomsuchpublicservantwouldbe
prohibitedbyLa RS 421115 A 1 or B fromreceivingagift Neitheryounorthe
Foundationare renderinganyserviceinexchangefortheDCRT Grant Next La RS
421111 E 1 prohibitsapublicservantandalegalentityofwhichheisanofficer director
trustee partner oremployeereceivingoragreeingtoreceiveanythingofeconomicvaluefor
assistingapersoninatransaction orinanappearanceinconnectionwithatransaction with
thepublicservantsagency TheFoundationsacceptanceofthe DCRT Grantwouldnot
constituteaviolationofLa RS 421111 E becauseneitheryounortheFoundationis
assistinganypersoninatransactionwithCODOFIL youragency

La RS 421112 B 3 prohibitsapublicservantfromparticipatinginagovernmental
transactioninwhichanypersonofwhichheisanofficer director trustee partner or
employeehasasubstantialeconomicinterest However youhadnoinvolvementwiththe
decisiontoawardtheFoundationtheDCRTGrantanddidnotparticipateintheGrantaward
considerationordecisioninanymanner Lastly La RS 421113 B prohibitsanappointed
board commissionmember hisimmediatefamilymember oralegalentityinwhichhehasa
substantialeconomicinterest enteringintoorbeinginanywayinterestedinanycontract
subcontract orothertransactionwhichisunderthesupervision jurisdictionofthe
appointedmembersagency TheFoundationwouldbeapartytotheGrantAgreementwith
DCRT Evenifthe GrantAgreementwere withCODOFIL youdonothaveasubstantial
economicinterestintheFoundationasyoudonotreceiveasalaryoranyothercompensation
fromtheFoundation Therefore theFoundationsacceptanceoftheDCRTGrantwouldnot
constituteaviolationofLa RS 421113 B

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheLouisianaCodeof
GovernmentalEthics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthan
theLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct the
LobbyistDisclosureAct andtheconflictofinterestprovisionscontainedintheLouisiana
GamingControlLaw Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 842 6630or 225
219 5600
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Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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